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Mentors



Mentors

ñMentors are advisors, people with career 

experience willing to share their 

knowledge; supporters, people who give 

emotional and moral encouragement 

épeople who give specific feedback on 

oneôs performanceéò

University of Michigan, 1999.



Types of Mentors

ÅTraditional

ÅPeer



Observations

Without mentors, the founders of the current 

Evidence Based Library and Information 

Practice (EBLIP) movement could have 

never succeeded in establishing EBLIP

Without mentors, many of our colleagues 

would have been unable to conduct their 

significant research



A True Story



Fundamental ñMeta-Questionsò

ÅIs EBLIP a valid concept?

ÅIf EBLIP is a valid concept, how does it 

compare or contrast with Evidence-Based 

Medicine?

c  1997



More Fundamental Questions

ÅWhat kinds of questions do we ask in 

library and information science? 

ÅHow are these questions unique? 

ÅHow are our questions either similar or 

dissimilar compared to Evidence-Based 

Medicine?



More Fundamental Questions

ÅWhat kinds of evidence apply to our field? 

ÅIs there a hierarchy of evidence, meaning 

that some evidence is more relevant or 

valid for answering a specific question?



Existential Crisis


