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The Common Units aim is to 

help students develop 

fundamental skills needed for 

university study.
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CUC100 Academic Literacies

12-week unit with four components:

1. Reading & Thinking Critically

2. Communicating

3. Information Communication Technology

4. Researching
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2008: what were we doing? 

week Activity

4 Self 

directed 

online 

tutorial

5 Quiz (10%)

9 Hands on 

assignment 

help

12 Final essay
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Essay topic

Ådiscuss trends emerging 
in your chosen 
profession

Åacademic publications 
sourced through your 
own research
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Perceptions

éstudents go through the program 

and still do not know how

Åto write a grammatical sentence

Åconstruct an argument 

Åcite references 
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Could we say with 

confidence that we were 

delivering on our objectives?
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What effect did the library training have on 

student selection and referencing of 

sources?

Did the mode of delivery matter?

Which changes to the program resulted in 

improvements?

Were students using ñlibraryò sources?

Questions
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Find the evidence

2008 started with a survey and a 

focus group of students.
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2008 Survey: what they said

69% tutorial helped to prepare them for 

the essay (20% found it unhelpful)

60% preferred using Google to Library 

databases

50% confident could show a friend how 

to use databases
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Focus group: what they said 

about the online tutorial

Åhelped with Google 

Ålearnt about databases

Åstill prefer Google
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Focus group: what they said 

about the online tutorial


